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%GRAND@PRAIRIE

HISTORICAL ORGANIZATION
NEWSLETTER May/June 2020

ATTENTION!

Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, several scheduled events hosted by the

Grand Prairie Historical Organization
have been postponed/canceled until further notice.
Please check your email and the Website often for updates and rescheduled events. Thank you.

In Lieu of the May General Meeting,
Stephanie Moreno, The Grand Prairie
GPHO Historian/Archivist, Historical Organization Museuw is
will host a Virtual Meeting on . Sl Tempor
Thursday, June 11th. S ‘.

The topic of the program is
“History of Grand Prairie Streets.”
Time of the presentation is 11:30 a.m.
Special instructions for logging on to view
this program will be coming soon.

Regular Museum
Hours Each Month

The next regular General Meeting is
tentatively scheduled for
August 20, 2020,
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Presenters: James Barnes
&

Michael Brundrett

~EVERY Monday- 12 pm to 3pm
~ Ist Sunday - 1 pm to 3 pm
~3rd Saturday - 10 am to 2 pm

Private tours by appointment
Leave Voice Mail at 469-431-4629

Topic: Choc-O-Loc
(see story on page 2)

Mission Statement
The mission of the Grand Prairie Historical Organization (GPHO) is to preserve and share the history of Grand Prairie,
Texas, by researching, collecting, properly preserving, and archiving items that tell the history of Grand Prairie and its
citizens. The Organization will share the history with others through avenues throughout the city by committed volunteers
who will provide a standard of excellence in support of the organization.

grandprairiehistorical.org 501(c)3 corporation facebook.com/GpHistorical 1



http://grandprairiehistorical.org

Grand Prairie Historical Organization P.O. Box 532173, Grand Prairie, TX 75053-2173

Grand Prairie History

GPHO Meetings and Events ~ 2020

Choc-O-Loc 3
by James Barnes . ~ General Meeting (Free Admission)
. £ Thursday, August 20, 6:30 p.m.
Antique Bottle Collector Guests Welcome
A GPHO Museum
It’s amazing what you might find when you & 1516 W. Main Street
are volunteering for the Grand Prairie Historical # Grand Prairie, TX 75051
Organ}zatlon. The other day, I came across an g RSVP required for meal
advertisement from the 50°s of a Grand Prairie dairy rsvp@erandprairiehistorical.org
company that was telling customers to call §
MO2-5231 for home delivery. ~ General Meeting (Free Admission)

Thursday, November 19, 11:30 a.m.
Guests Welcome
GPHO Museum
1516 W. Main Street
Grand Prairie, TX 75051

Those of you who grew up in
the 40’s, 50’s or 60’s probably
remember having milk bottles
dropped off on your front porch
early in the morning. I loved to
get a fresh glass of milk and
mix in Bosco chocolate syrup,
Nestle’s Quik or Ovaltine to
make a chocolate drink. Or you

RSVP required for meal
rsvp@grandprairiehistorical.org

Note: Mail is not delivered

could go buy a bottle of Yoo-hoo, Chocolate Soldier to the GPHO Museum.
or Choc-O-Loc at the store.. Yes, the Ch‘o‘c-(.)-Loc Please use the P.O. Box address
was made and bottled here in Grand Prairie in the at the top of the page.
late 50°s and early 60’s.
Want to know more? Come to our General Meeting Volunteeg OI;P"t" tunities!

) . ontact:
on Thursday Aug. 20, 6:30-8:00 p m.' and hear President@grandprairiehistorical.org
volunteer James Barnes and local antique bottle Our GPHO Members are knowledgeable and valuable.
collector Michael Brundrett discuss Choc-O-Loc and You can be a big help in the following areas:
the art of bottle collecting. -Volunteering when the GPHO museum is open

-researching GP history

Check website grandprairiehistorical.org and

Facebook page for updates or additional information.

GPHO officers can be contacted through our
Other Antique bottles Website: grandprairiehistorical.org
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v WELCOME to our new member James Barnes

CAN YOU HELP WITH THE FOLLOWING?

* Verna Brown - No mailing address. No answer from email.
* B.J. Claybourn — No contact information at all.
* Marjorie Colwell — No contact information at all.

If you are not receiving your newsletter by email and USPS, PLEASE let Bonnie know. If we do not
have an email for you, you are not receiving the most recent updates on museum reopening,
rescheduled events, and meetings, etc.

» Don’t forget to share a GPHO membership application with family and friends. There is one on
the inside back cover of this newsletter.

Thank you,

Bonnie Steever Cockrum

President Elect/Membership 2020
membership@grandprairiehistorical.org

’ Please watch for an email from Bonnie that will contain a questionnaire for our members. ‘
GPHO is documenting how each of us has been handling the COVID-19 Pandemic.

Millar Drug Store

Millar Drug was founded on December 1, 1927, by Dewey Millar in conjunction
with local physician Dr. Robert C. Shanks. The building still stands at 106 W. Main St.
It has Grand Prairie's Significant Landmark Site Medallion #45.

grandprairiehistorical.org 501(c)3 corporation facebook.com/GpHistorical
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Grand Prairie Businesses Follow Shut Down Requests
During Covid-19 Pandemic

~The only
- readers at the
library were
_ the children on
. the bench.

John A. Dubiski
Career High School

During the Covid-19 Pandemic, many businesses closed their doors to the general public. Grand Prairie was no
different. While driving around town on April 29, I found empty parking lots, closed or drive through/curbside (pickup)
service only signs on businesses both new and old. A few stores in Epic West are considered “Essential” and remained
open. Schools were closed from the middle of March until the end of the 2019-2020 school year. Grand Prairie libraries
were closed but continued to serve as online resources.

Even though Governor Greg Abbott announced a partial re-opening of businesses during the week of April 27,
2020, many have remained closed as a precaution. Those who do open will be expected to follow guidelines in the
governor’s “Open Texas” book which is available at gov.texas.gov/organization/opentexas.

Many businesses have reopened. To be sure, call ahead before shopping or dining. Be safe.
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President’s Column
May 2020

My thoughts on opening the Museum: I know of no one who is pressuring us to open
the Museum. At the time of this writing, the Board has not met, so these opinions are
mine and mine alone. What we do in GPHO is important. But more important in the
long run.

We are preservation and presentation. We can do the first without opening the Museum,
but social distancing prevents us from doing the second...at least in person. So I feel
that we should exploit Facebook, our web page and Zoom to do our presenting. What
we do simply isn’t time-insensitive enough to put people’s health at risk. I’d love to hear what you
think. Email me at president(@grandprairiehistorical.org and I promise to listen and get back to you.

I’'m very happy with how well GPHO stepped up the challenge of how to increase our diversity (see my
column in the February Newsletter) Our February meeting was presented by Angela Lucky, President of
the GP Chapter of NAACP. We also had a fine seasonal display for Black History Month in the largest
display case. Thanks to all who made that happen.

Stop and think of how much your life has changed with the Covid-19 Pandemic. When I retired from
the USAF in 1990, I wondered what I would do with all the time on my hands. Twelve hour days at the
hospital was a norm. Barb and I established a home-based business that ran for 26 years. When we
retired from that, [ wondered what I’d do with all that time. You see where I’m going here, right? We
got into GPHO. Then we were ordered to stay at home and I wondered what I’d do with all that time.
Surprisingly, I’ve found that I’ve been much less productive over the past eight weeks. Apparently
without a good excuse. I could blame it on focus, but it may be that I need to be active to be productive.

Said another way: deadlines work.

Want good GP Swag (t-Shirts, mug, maps and such) visit esty.com. Your shopping there supports,
among other things, mom & pop small businesses. I bought a Grand Prairie Whiskey Glass. Most of
what they sell is new, a reprint or replicas. So be cautious when shopping there for collectibles.

The Board and I are always open to suggestions (and to questions) so please feel free to email me at
president(@grandprairiehistorical.org or jwgpho@gmail.com and we’ll get back to you.

John Wylie, President, 2020
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The wine glasses which are 8 oz. and clear
glass with the frosted “etched look” GPHO logo
are $10.00/ea.

Grand Prairie History Books are available for
$25.00/ea.

Both items are available and can be purchased
at:

Grand Prairie Historical Organization Museum
1516 W. Main Street, Grand Prairie, TX 75050

Contact: fundraising@grandprairiehistorical.org
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$$$8 Grand Prairie Historical Organization Museum Fundraising $$$$

To help us preserve Grand Prairie’s History, we have
an ongoing GoFundMe campaign at:
https://www.gofundme.com/grand-prairie-
historical-museum

*

Check out grandprairiehistorical.org
for our new “Make a Donation”
PayPal option for your convenience
in donating to GPHO

It’s right there to the right on the Home Page!

. ~ <2

Kroger Community Rewards @“‘ :
Program DA,

is now set up frewards

NEW GPHO Group Number AW646

This link www.kroger.com provides our number
and the instructions for how to register and link your
Kroger card to our account so we can start receiving a
percentage (determined by the total amount spent by all of
the participating rewards participants) of the amount spent
by our supporters.

How to Register a Digital Account
Simply visit www.kroger.com or download the Kroger
mobile application from the appropriate app store for your
device and follow these instructions:

1. Select the ‘Register’ button.

2. Enter your information.

3. Select ‘Create Account’.

Please make sure that you add your card number or create
a virtual card number while registering your Digital
Account. This is required for the Community Rewards
program so that your transactions apply towards the
program.

Simply fill out the Good Neighbor program
section and the top part of a Tom Thumb
Reward Card Application indicating GPHO’s
number 13779 and return it to the Courtesy
Booth at any Tom Thumb.

Tom Thumb will pay 1% of your grocery purchases to the
Grand Prairie Historical Organization fundraising efforts.

LLAS

G0oOD NEIGHBOR PROGRAM

Complete this form to link your Reward Card to the charity of your choice.

You can choose to link up to three charities. Contact your charity of choice and ask if they
are a member of our Good Neighbor Program or ask the Courtesy Booth for the GNP number
of a particular charity. To learn about the Good Neighbor Program. go to www.tomthumb.com.
REWARD CARD NUMBER:

(5] T

Don't know your card number? Call Customer Care at 1-877-723-3929,

Chanily to be added to your card: Charity to be deleted from your card:
1. Charity # _137719 1 Charlty #

2. Charity # 2. Charity #

3. Charity # 3. Charity #

APPLICANT NAME (PLEASE PRINT) PHONE

APPLICANT SIGNATURE DATE

IPLEASI RETURN THIS FORM TO YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD TOM THUME COURTESY BOOTH

" OFFICE USE ONLY: STORE #
COURTESY BOOTH: SEND THIS COMPLETED FORM TO THE MAILROOM - ATTN: DATA CENTER OF ARIZONA

Are you on Facebook? Did you know that there
is a new way of celebrating birthdays? If you
create a fundraiser for a nonprofit, the
nonprofit will receive donations directly from
Facebook or from Network for Good. Facebook
encourages you to “invite” your closest friends or groups
to make a donation to a charity of your choice. The
Grand Prairie Historical Organization would be an
appreciative recipient of these donations. For more
information, search “Facebook Birthday Fundraisers”.

So you know: Facebook does get a cut of the donations.
The company takes a fairly standard 5% fee from
donations. Of that, 3% is to cover payment processing and
2% goes to administrative costs like vetting nonprofits and
fraud protection.

Several of our members have chosen to do this for their
birthdays and received various donations they designated
for GPHO. There were no fees or charges deducted.

Use the URL/website name: smile.amazon.com and choose Grand Prairie Historical

amazon

You shop. Amazon gives.

grandprairiehistorical.org

501(c)3 corporation

Organization.

Amazon will donate 0.5% of each purchase to our organization. You pay the same prices and
you can still use your Amazon Prime membership. Please sign up now!
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Grand Prairie Historical Organization

An Editorial

P.O. Box 532173, Grand Prairie, TX 75053-2173

CORONAVIRUS DISEASE 2019

By now each of you has
experienced “Shelter-in-Place” or
“Stay Safe, Stay Home”or “Social
Distancing” as a means of flattening
the curve. You have also heard “We’re in this Together”.
All of these phrases have been on television, radio,
FaceBook and the Internet.

Formerly, this disease was referred to as "2019
novel coronavirus" or "2019-nCoV". The new name of
this disease, coronavirus disease 2019, is the
acronym COVID-19. In COVID-19, 'CO' stands for
'corona,' 'VI' for 'virus,' and 'D' for disease and 19
indicates the year it broke out. It was first identified
during an investigation into an outbreak in Wuhan,
China. The name was given by the World Health

Organization (WHO) on February 11, 2020.

COVID-19 reached the United States in some
areas as early as January in the Seattle area, then
California, and New York. All three areas are heavily
populated. During February and March, COVID-19
spread to larger metropolitan areas across the country
including North Texas. New Orleans became a “hot spot”
following Mardi Gras.

The pandemic we are experiencing is historic and
will be remembered for some time. We as a nation have
been asked to band together to combat the virus which at
this time has no particular treatment or vaccine.
Recommendations of staying at home, safe distancing
ourselves 6 feet from others and not gathering in groups
of more than 10, were given in an effort to prevent
spreading the virus.

In an unprecedented move, all gatherings of
mega crowds were canceled, including sports events,
church services, schools, non-essential stores and
restaurants. For the first time in our history, people have
had to choose other methods of shopping for food and
essentials. Ordering groceries online for pick up or
delivery seems to be the new norm. Restaurants have
converted to take out or drive through only. Many
essential stores that have been allowed to remain open
have resorted to limiting numbers who enter at any given
time. Many have reduced the hours they are open and
have designated early hours for the senior citizens to be
able to shop. Non-essential jobs, of all types, are now
being done at home by large numbers of people.

Disinfecting counters, shopping carts and door
knobs, frequently, has become constantly emphasized and
routine. Consumers have been asked to take caution
when venturing out of their homes to buy groceries and
other necessities.

grandprairiehistorical.org

COVID-19 ol

501(c)3 corporation

Washing hands thoroughly for 20
seconds is recommended. Wearing
gloves and masks has also been
recommended with the understanding
that gloves can transfer the virus as would hands and
should be discarded after each contact.

Finding things to do at home has become quite a
challenge. Many parents have become teachers to their
children and have used the internet to share teaching
tools. School districts have resorted to online teaching
where possible and traditional graduation ceremonies
have been canceled and online events have taken their
place. Students may think their senior year has been
denied, but it won’t be forgotten.

Medical students, who would have graduated in
the remaining months of 2020, have been granted early
certification and have been allowed to work in hopsitals
and other areas of care with those who have been
diagnosed with the virus.

Catching up on reading, crafts, and even home
improvement has taken priority during this time. Family
time has taken on a different meaning. Online outlets for
conferencing and visiting, such as Skype, Google
Hangouts, Tango, Zoom, Duo, Go-to-Meeting, and
FaceTime have become the main way for many families
to stay in touch, even if they live in the same
neighborhood.

As the “quarantine” continued into the tenth
week, the spread of COVID-19 reached a peak in New
York but the cases in North Texas continued to rise
during the first two weeks in May. Texas Governor Greg
Abbott announced the reopening of the state on April 22,
when some businesses were allowed to partially reopen.
Everyone was asked to wear face coverings when going
to the grocery store, doctor’s office or any other essential
business.

In the meantime, continue to stay home and
follow the guidelines set up for our health and safety.
There is always tomorrow.

by Juanita Wagener and Bonnie Cockrum
Grand Prairie Historical Organization

(Note:  As of the printing of this newsletter, the
Covid-19 Pandemic continues. It is estimated that the
virus may be around for some time.)

facebook.com/GpHistorical
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Obituary

Olive Galloway was born on
January 3, 1927. She married
Truman Galloway on July 5,
1945. In 1990, Olive retired
from the University of Texas at
Arlington after 29 years of
service. Olive passed away on
May 21, 2018, at the age of 91.
She is preceded in death by her
husband, Truman, who died
February 3, 2001.

Olive is survived by children: Rannette Dean (Larry),
Steven Galloway (Linda), and TW Galloway (Pam). 6
Grandchildren, 5 Great Grandchildren and 3 Great
Great Grandchildren; Sisters: Katherine Strickland and
Rosemary Chilton; Numerous nieces, nephews and
great nieces and great nephews.

Donations may be made to the American Diabetes
Association or to the Alzheimer’s Association.

P.O. Box 532173, Grand Prairie, TX 75053-2173

Thursday, November 7th, 1918

ﬂ)RPORATION OF THE CITY OF KELOWQ

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that, in order to
prevent the spread of Spanish Influenza, all
Schools, public and private, Churches,
Theatres, Moving Picture Halls, Pool Rooms
and other places of amusement, and Lodge
meetings, are to be closed until further notice.

All public gatherings consisting of ten or
more are prohibited.

D.W. Sutherland,
Mayor
Kelowna, B.C.,

K 19th October, 1918 j

This is reproduced from a headline in 1918.
The similarities between the Spanish Influenza
and the Corona Virus are astounding
even though not the same.

Obituary

James Oval Hale, 95, Life Member of the Grand Prairie Historical Organization, died on
February 17, 2020. He was born October 5, 1924 in Durant, Oklahoma to Orban and Gussie

(Taylor) Hale.

Jimmy (James) graduated from Mead High School in Oklahoma in 1943 and went on to
serve with the Military Police in the United States Army. After his military service, he
returned home to date and eventually marry Norma Jean Robertson of Grand Prairie. They
celebrated 69 years of marriage last April.

Jimmy was employed by Chance Vought from 1949-1980 and after retirement, went to work
for Sa-So from 1980-1990. He was an active member of the First Baptist Church of Grand
Prairie since 1948, and was ordained as a deacon in 1968.

He is preceded in death by both of his parents, and his brothers J.C. Hale, M.D. Hale, and sisters Retha
Dokupil, Mildred Hastings and Trula Pennington. He is survived by his wife, Norma Hale; daughter, Karen Eddlemon
and husband Johnny; grandsons, Corey Eddlemon and wife Leigh Ann, Kelly Eddlemon and wife Lindsey; great
grandchildren, Makinley, Morgan, Lucas, and Jace; sisters, Loretta Cook, Reba Mangum, Bobbie Pennington, and

Nadine Calhoun; and many nieces and nephews.

Those who wish to make a donation in Jimmy's honor, may give a gift of remembrance to Honor Flight at
http://www.honorflightdfw.org/donate or to the transportation fund at First Baptist Church of Grand Prairie,

(972) 262-5146.

grandprairiehistorical.org
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February General Meeting

There was a good turn out at the February meeting of the
Grand Prairie Historical Organization. Angela Luckey,
president of the Grand Prairie NAACP, presented the
program “Growing Up In Dalworth”. It was our
pleasure to welcome many guests from the community
as Angela introduced several who had had a strong
influence on her during her youth.  Among those
attending were Judy Broyles and Harry Grant; and
Ethalue Roberts. Angela Luckey presented Jan Barrett,
GPHO Program Chair, a medal in appreciation for being
asked to speak during Black History Month.
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g” GRANDPRAIRIE
[ HISTORICAL ORGANIZATION

Your membership is vital to the operation of the Grand Prairie Historical Organization Museum. All
memberships provide for the acquisition and preservation of Grand Prairie historical artifacts,
preservation supplies, the proper archival storage of artifacts, and the display of these historical
archives to the citizens of Grand Prairie and visitors. Thank You

Membership Application

__ Student- $20.00 _ Teacher - $20.00 ___ Preservation Member - $25.00

____ History Maker Member - $100.00 _ Dechman Member - $200.00
____ Small Business Member - $250.00 _ Corporate Member - $500.00
Name

Address

City

State Zip Code - Phone

Email Birthdate: (month & day only)

Tell us a little of your history with Grand Prairie.

Please return this application, with your check, payable to:
Grand Prairie Historical Organization (GPHO)
P.O. Box 532173, Grand Prairie, TX 75053-2173

QUESTIONS: membership@grandprairiehistorical.org

*Your membership will be renewable in one year.

Rev. 5/2020
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Vision Statement
The Grand Prairie Historical Organization (GPHO) is a non-profit group working to preserve the history of the
city of Grand Prairie, Texas, by sharing that history through regular meetings with informative speakers,
involvement in the community, participating in events with the city, civic groups, the school district, and by
collecting and displaying historical archives in the GPHO museum.

Help the Grand Prairie Historical Organization preserve the PAST by joining for the FUTURE.

Headquarters for the Texas Jaycees, 1953

GRAND PRAIRIE HISTORICAL ORGANIZATION
P.O. BOX 532173

GRAND PRAIRIE, TEXAS 75053-2173
grandprairiehistorical.org
facebook.com/GPHistorical
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